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HE defign of pu TE the following collection 
of original papers, is to give the people of Ame- 
rica an opportunity of becoming acquainted with the 
Mate of facts, reſpecting the half-pay and commutation, 
granted by Congreſs to the officers of the army; together 
with the reaſon, the neceffity and policy which induced 
the meaſure. The proceedings will explain themſelves; 
---the arguments offered at the moment need no com- 
ment ;---and the conſequences which have reſulted from 


the ſyſtem, give the ſtrongeſt ſanRtion to it. 
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EXTRACT of a REPRESENTATION made by Gene- 
ral WAs#u1txGTON-to 8 CommiTTEE of Concrxtss, January 


29, 1778. 
Gentlemen, 5 


E H E numerous defects in our preſent military eſtabliſhment, 


rendering many reformations and many new arrangemeats 

abſolutely neceflary, and Congreſs having been pleaſed to ap- 

point you a Committee, in concert with me, to make and 
rec... dend ſuch as ſhall appear eligible, in purſuance of the various ob- 
jets : xpeſſed in their reſolution tor that purpole.---I have in the fol- 
lowing ſheets, briefly delivered my ſentiments upon ſuch of them, as- 
ſeemed to me moſt efſential, ſo tar, as obſervation has ſuggeſted, and 
leiſure permitted,---Theie are ſubmitted to conſideration, and I ſhall be 
happy if they are found - conducive to remedying the evils and in- 
conveniences we ate no ſubject to. and putting the army upon a more 
reſpectable footing, Something muſt be done, important alterations 
muſt be made, neceſſity requires that our refources ſhould be enlarged 
and out {yitem improved; for without it, it the diſſolution of the army 
ſhould not be the conſequence, at leaſt its operations. muſt infallibly be 
feeble, languid and ine ſfectual. 8 

As I conſider a proper and ſatis factory proviſion for officers, in a man 

ner, as the baſis of every other regulation and arrangement neceſſary to 
be made; ſince without officers no army can exiſt, and unleſs ſome 
meaſures be deviſed to place thoſe of ours in a more deſireable ſituation, 
few of them would be able, if willing, to continue in it.---I ſhall begin 
with a few refleions, reading to prove the neceſſity | 


OF A HALF-PAY. ESTABLISHMENT, 


A ſmall knowledge of human nature will convince us, that, with far - 
the greateſt part of mankind, intereſt is the governing principle; and 
that, almoſt, every man is more or leſs under its influence, Motives of 
public virtue may for a time, or in particular inſtances, actuate men to 
the obfervance of a conduct purely diſinteteſted; but they are not of 
themſelves ſufficient to produce a perfevering. conformity to the refined + 
dictates and obligations of ſocial duty. 5 ˖ 

Few me n are capable of making a continual ſacrifice of all views of . 
private intereſt, or advantage, to common good,---It is in vain to exclaim 
againſt the depravity of human nature on this account---the fact is ſo, , 
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the experience of every age and nation has proved it; and we muſt, in 
a great mene, chaoge the conſtitution of min, before we can make 
it otherwiſe, No inſhtuticn, not built on the preſumptive truth of 


theſe maxims, can ſucceed, 


We fi1d them exe mp fi- d in the American e fficers, as well as in all 
other men. At the commencement fte du pate, -- in the firſt effuſi- 
ons of their zeal, aud looking upon the tetvice to be only temporary, 
they entered into it, without paying any 1eguid to pecuntary or ſelfiſh 
conſiderations. But finding its duration to be much longer than they at 
firſt luſpected, and that inſtead of deriviny any advantage tom the hard- 
ſhips and dangers to wh ch they were expoicd, they on the contrary, were 
loſers by their patriotiſm, and tell far ſhort eve + of a competency to ſupply: 
their wants, they hve gragually abated in it eir ardor ; and with many, 
an entire diſinclinstion to the ſervice, under its preſent circumſtances, 
has taken place, To this, in an eminent degree, muſt be aſcribed the, 
frequent relign«tions daily happ-ning, nd the more f1equent importu- 
nitics for permiſſion io relign, and trom ſome cfficers of the greateſt me - 
rit, To this alſo may we a{cribe the apathy, inattrntion and neglect of, 
duty, which pervace all ranks, and which will neceflarily continue and 
Increaſe, white an officer, inſtead of gaining any thing, is impoveriſhed, 
by his commiſſion ; and conceives he is conterring, not receiving, a 
favor in-holding ut. There can be no ſufficient tie upon men poſſeſſing, 
ſuch ſentiments, Nor can any method be adopted to oblige thoie, to a 


unctual diſcharge ot duty, who are indifferent about their continuance, 


in the ſervice, and are often ſeeking a pretext to diſengage themſelves 
from it. Puniſhment in this cale will be unavailing ; but when an of- 
ficr's commiſſion is made valuable to bim, and he tears to loſe it, you 
m y then ext obedience from him, It is not indeed confiſtent with rea- 
ſan, or juſtice, to expect, that one ſet of men ſhould make a ſacrifice of 
property, domeſtic eaſe and happineſs---encounter the rigours of the 
Ride. the perils and viciffitudes ot war, to obtain thoſe bleſſiugs which 
every citizen will enjoy, io common with them, without ſome adequate 
compenſation. It muſt alto be a co ntortleſs reflection to any man, that 
after he may have contributed to ſecuring the rights af his country, at 
the riſk of bis lite, and the ruin of his tortune, there wou'd be no proviſion 
made tv prevent himſeit and tamily from ſi kiog into indigence and 
wretchedneſs, B. fides adopting ſome methods to make the pro in 
for offic+ rs, eq tal to heir preſent exigencies, a vue regard ſhould be pid 
to ſuturity. E in my opinion, would ſerve more powertuily to 
reanimate their languiſhing zral, and intereſt them thoroughly in the 
ſervice, than a halt pay eſtabliſhment, This would not only diſpel the 
apprehenſion of pertonal diltreſs, at the termigati n of the war, from 
having thrown themſelves out of projefſions and employments, they 
might not have it in their power to reſume 3 but would in a great de- 
gree, relieve the painiul anticipation ot Icaving their widows 2 or- 
: : 3 
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phans a burthen on the charity of their country; ould it be their lot 


to fall in its delence, 


I am earneſt in recommending this meaſure, becauſe I know it is. 
the general wiſh and ex pectation ; and-that many officers, whom, up u 
every principle we ſhouid wiſh to retain in the ſervice, are only waiting 
to ſee whether ſomething of the kind will, or will not take place, to be 
determined in their reſoiutions, enhtr ot ſtaying in or quitiag it imme- 
diately; and I urge my (entiments-with the grrater freedom} becaule [ 
cannot, and ſhall not, receive the ſmallett ber: fi fr:m the ettabiſhment, 
and can have no other inducemeat tor piopuliag it, than a full cou vie- 
tion of its utility and propriety, 


I am ſenfible the expence will be a capital oſ j ction to i:; but to this 
I oppoſe the nec+ffity.--- he officers are now d ſcuntented with their ſi- 
tuation; if ſume generqus expedient is not «mbraced to remove their 


diſcontent, ſo extenſive a deſertion of the ſervice will cofue, and fo 


much diſcouragement- be caſt upan thoſe. who remain, as mutt wound 
it in a very eſſential manner: Every thing tht has thi effect, has a ten- 
dency at leaſt to protract the war; and, though dictated by a well iutend- 
ed frugality, will, I fear, in the end, prove erroneus axtonomy., 


Rd 


Congreſs being fully convinced of the propriety and neceflity of making 
ſome further proviſion for the army, were pleaſcd to pals the following 
reſolutions ; 


In CONGRESS, Mar 15, 1778. 
Reſalved, unanimouſly, That all military officers commiſſioned by Con- 


s, who now are or hereafter may be in the ſervice of the United 
ates, and ſhall continue therein during the war, and not hold any of- 
tice of pt . fit under theſe States or any of them, ſhall after the conclu«. 
ſion of the war, be entitled to receive annually, for the term of ſeven 
years, if they live ſo long, one, half of the pretent pay of ſuch officers ;; 
— that no general officer of the cava, artivery or infantry ſhall 
entitled to receive more than the one halt part of the buy of a Colo- 
nel of ſuch corps reſhect vely; and provided that this refolution ſhall 
nat extend to any officer in the ſervice ot the United States, unleſs he 
ſhall have taken an oath of allegiance to, aud ihail atualiy reſide within 
ſome of the United States. 


Reſolved, unanimouſly, That every non commiſſioned military officer 
and foldier who haih colifted, or ſhall enliſt into the fervice of theſe. 


States, for. during the war, and.thail continue thereia to the cud there- 
o 


L 6 } 


of,, ſhall be entitled to receive a further reward of eighty dollars at the: 
expiration of the war“. 


Theſe reſolutions; for a ſhort time, produced the deſired effect; but the 
encreaſing diſtreſſes of the army, in the ſubſequent years, ariſing from 
the inability of. the public to perform their engagements, cauſed ſuch 
diſcontents and uneaſineſſes, that alarming conſequences were ſeared ;. 
at the ſame time, the reform of the- army, which was propoſed to- 
take place by the reſolution of Congreſs of the 3d of Oftober, 1780, 

Dot a little irritated their minds, already ſoured by diſappoiutment. . 
Under theſe circumſtances the following part of a. letter fcom the. 
Commander in Chief was written to Congreſs : - 


TRANSCRIPT ofa LETTER from General WASsNHING = 
ron to the PRESsIDENT of ConcGzess, dated near Paſſaick - talls, 


October 11, 1780. 


HAT there are the moſt concluſive reaſons for reducing the- 
number of regiments, no perſon acquainted with the fituation of, 
our affairs and the ftate of the army, will deny. A want of officers, inde- 


pendent of other conſiderations; were ſufficient to compel W N 


In addition to the foregoing reſolutions, Congreſs' were pleaſed to 
make the following reſolve, calculated to afford that relief to the un - 
fortunate and diſtteſſed, which humanity and gratitude demanded : . 


In CONGRESS, Avevsr 24, 1780. 


Reſolved, That the reſolution of the 1 -\o- danny + % 8, to - 
ing half-pay for-ſeven years, to the — the army w , — 8 
tinue in ſervice to the end of the war, be extended to the widows of 
thoſe officers who have died or ſhall hereafter die in the ſervice, to com- 
mence from the time of ſuch officer's death, and continue for the term 
of ſeven years; or if there be no widow, or in caſe of her death or in- 

termarriage, the ſaid half-pay be given to the orphan children of the 
officer dying as aforeſaid, if he ſhall have left any ; and that it be recom+. 
mended to the legiſlatures of the reſpective ſtates to which ſuch officers: 
* to make proviſion for paying the ſame ou account of th: Ua - 
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"the temper of the army, produced by its ſufſerings, requires great tan» 
tion, in any reforms that are attempted, is a poſition not leſs evident that 
the tormer. In ſervices the beſt eſtabliſhed, where the hands of govern- 
ment are ſtrengthened by the ſtrongeſt intereſts of the army to ſubmiſſion, 
the reducing its regiments, and diſmiffing great part of its officers, is 
always a meaſure of delicacy and difficulty. In ours, where the officers 
are held by the ſeebleſt ties, and are mouldering away by daily refigna- 
tions, it is peculiarly fo.---The laſt reduction occafioned many to quit 
the ſervice, beſides thoſe who were reformed, and left durable ſeeds of 
'diſcontent among thoſe who remained. 


The general topic of declamation was, that it was as hard as diſhonor- 
able for men, who had made every ſacrifice to the ſervice, to be turned 
out of it at the pleaſure of thoſe in power, without an adequate com- 

ſation. In the maturity to which their uneaſineſſes have now ariſen, 
rom a continuance in miſery, they will be till more impatient under an 
attempt of a ſimilar nature.---How far theſe diſpoſitions may be reaſon- 
able, I pretend not to decide, but in the extremity to which we are ar- 
Tived, Policy forbids us to add new irritations.---Too many of the ofh- 
cers wiſh to get rid of their commiſſions, but they are not willing to be 
forced to it, It is not the intention of theſe remarks to diſcourage a re- 
form, but to ſhew the neceſſity of guarding againſt the ill eflects, by an 
ample proviſion, both for the officers who ſtay, and for thoſe who are 
reduced : This ſhould be the baſis of the plan, and withont it, I ap - 
prehend the moſt miſchievous conſequences. This would obviate many 
ſeruples that will otherwiſe be found prejudicial in the extreme. I am 
convinced Congreſs are not a-little ſtraitened in the means of a preſent 
proviſion, ſo ample as to give ſatisfaction, but this proves the expedien- 
cy of a future one, an d brings me to that which I have fo frequent, 
ly recommended, as the moſt ceconomical, the moſt politic and the moſt 
effeQus] that could be deviſed, a half-pay for life. Supported by a proſ- 
peR of a permanent dependence, the officers would be tied to the ſervice, 
and would ſubmit to many momentary privations and to the inconveni- 
ences, which the ſituation of public affairs makes unavoidable. This is 
exemplified in the Pennſylvania officers, who being upon this eſtabliſh- 


ment, are ſo much intereſted in the ſervice, that in the courſe of many 


months there has been only one reſignation in that line. 


If the objection, drawn from the principle of this meaſure being in- 
compatible with the genius of our government, is thought inſarmounts- 
ble, I would propoſe a ſubſtitute, leſs eligible in my opinion, but which may 
anſwer the purpoſe; it is, to make the preſent half-pay for ſeven years, 
whole pay for the ſame period, to be advanced at two different payments, 
one halt in a year after the concluſiun of peace, the other half in 
two years ſubſequent to the fiiſt. e 


No 


1 


No obyechon to this meaſure nccurs to me, except it be thought too 
great an expence ; but in my judgment, whatev can give conſiſtency 
to our military eſtabliſhment, will be ultimately favourable to economy. 
It is not eaſy to be conceived, except by thoſe who are witnefſles to it, 
what an additional waſte and conſumption of every e. and conſe - 
quently what an encreaſe of expence, reſults from the | -+reſs of diſcipline 
in the army. And where the officers think they are doing the public a 
favor, by holding their commiſſions, and the men are continually fluc · 
tuating. it is umpcfſible tu maintain diſcipline, Nothing can be to me 
more obvious, than that a ſound military eſtabliſhment, and the intereſt 
of ceconomy, are the ſam". How much more the purpoſes of the war 
would be promoted by it, in other reſpects, will not admit of an argu- 
ment. 


In reaſoning upon the meaſure of a future proviſion, I have heard 
tlemen object, the want of it in ſome foreign armies, without advert- 
ing to the ditterence of circumſtances. The military ſtate holds the firſt 
rank in moſt of the countries of Europe, and is the road to honor and 
emolument. The cſtabliſhment is permanent, and whatever be an offl- 
cer's proviſion, it is tor life, and he has a profeſſion for life. He has 
Future, as well as, preſent motives af military honor and preferment ; he 
is attached to the ſervice, by the ſpirit ot the government, by education, 
and in moſt caſes, by early habit; his preſent condition, though not 
ſplendid, is comfortable, penfions and diſtinctions and particular privi- 
leges, are commonly his reward in retirement. In the caſe of the Ame- 
_ rican officers, the military chat acter has been ſuddenly taken up, and is 
to end with the war. 


Congreſs will herewith receive a liſt of the cfficers in the New · Hamp · 
ſhire, Mafluchuſerts, Connecticut, N-w- York, New-J.rſey, Pennſylva- 
nia, and Miryland line, previous to its marching to the ſouthward, alſo 
'Crave's and Lamb's artillery, Sheldon's horſe, and in Huzrn's, Sher- 
'burae's, Spencer's andLivingfton*s regiments, who have aQtu-lly had their 
reſignations entered at Heau-Quarters, in the courſe of this year; and 
who in general unge d their necefliries, when they applied on the ſabjeR, - 
and infi.ted, notwith anding every perſuaſion to induce their continu - 
ance, that their circumilarces would not admit of their remaining in ſer- 
vice longer, · b. fides thoſe refignations, there are a great many of which 
I have no certain account, as the officers being permitted to go home 
on furlough, in the courſe « f the laſt winter, have never rejoined the ar- 
my, and have only lent mi flages or written to their regimental officers, 
that their own diſtreſles aud thoſe of their families would not permit 
their return. 


As to the reſignations which have taken place in the Virginia line; 
and the other troops at the ſouthward, ſince they were acting in that 


quarter, 


A 
? 

4 
= 

1 

| \ 


198 


* — I have no account of them, but I make no doubt that many 

— ve bappened. | 

my. All theſe ſerve to ſhew the neceſſity of ſome more competent eftablith- 

it, ment than the preſent one, L and I hold it my duty to mention, from the + 
nle- accounts I daily receive, unleſs this is the caſe, that I have ſtrong reaſons 

line to believe, we ſhall not be able to retain, after the end of the campaign, as 

ic a many officers, eſpecially ir ſome lines, as will be even ſufficient for com- a 
luc Þþ mon duties when in quarters. 

me | If matters fortunately ſhould nor proceed, to che lengths my fears fore. 

reſt boce, yet Congreſs will be ſenſible, at the firſt view, of the injuries and 

war great inconveniznces, which mult attend ſuch a continual change of 

gu- officers, and cotfequent promotions which ate and will be inevitable, 

ard | i 

orte Soon after Congreſs were pleaſed to paſs the following reſolutions : | 
firſt | | | | 
and Is CONGRESS, Ocrozzr 21, 1580. | | 
offi 


Reſolved, That the Commander in Chief, and Commanding Officer in 
h the ſouthern department, direct the officers of each ſlate to meet and 
1 agree upon the officers for the regiments to be raiſed by their reſpective 


my ſtates, from thoſe who incline to continue in ſervice ; and, where it can- 
ry not be done by agreement, to be determined by ſeniority, and make re- 
1 turn of thoſe who are to remain, which is to be tranſmitted to Con- 
_ greſs, together with the names of the officers reduced, who are to be 
d is allowed halt-pay for lite, ip 
Reſolved, That the officers who ſhall continue in the ſervice to the 
np» end of the war, ſhall be entitled to half-pay during life, to commenee Wh. 
Iva» from the time of their reduction. | 
alſo wks 
ver- F . a 
— Theſe reſolutions of Congreſs gave that ſatis faction to the army which 
u : 


| their wants and ſufferings demanded, and the United States have fince 
had no cauſe but to rejoice that their well timed generofity has pro- 

. duced the moſt happy effects, for it is well known to all who were con- 
verſant with the ftate of the army in the year 1780, that the ability 
of the public was totally inadequate to their juſt demands, and that 
any thing leſs than the reſolutions which Congteſs paſſed at that time, 
would have put an end to the American oppolition ;---Since that pe- 
riod the army, confidentially relying on the refolutions of Congreſs, 

| have endured hunger, poverty and waat, without a murmur, and with 

| cheertulneſs 


Fat 


yy" 2 2 —— 552 „ 
- * 
| — ̃ SI 8 * | 
. . 1 , o 


10 J 

<heerfulneſs have encountered dangers which their profeffion demand · 
ed, knowing, that in ſome future period a generous public would 
pour the oil of gratitude into their wounds, and cauſe their grey 
hairs to rejoice ;---this confidence would have remained unſhaken, 
if the ungrateful ſentiments which had been frequently propagated 
by ſome intereſted perſons, * That Congreſs did not mean to com · 
ply with their reſolutions for half · pay,“ had not produced that un · 
eaſineſs in the army which cauſed the following proceedings: 


To rxaz-UNITED STATES 1» CONGRESS 
ASSEMBLED» , 


The ADDRESS and PETITION of the OFFICERS 
of the ARMY of the UNITEDSTATES: 
Humbly ſbeweth, | 
189 we the officers of the army of the United States, in be · 
half of ourſelves and our brethren the ſoldiers, beg leave with 
all proper deference and reſpect, freely to ſtate to Congreſs, the ſu- 
preme power of the United States, the great diſtreſs under which 
we 1. ? : >” I ' 5 
At this preſent period of the war, it is with peculiar pain, we find 
ourſelves conſtrained to addreſs your avguſt body on — pecu · 
niary nature. | 
We bave with our difficulties year after year, under the 
hopes that each would be laſt, but we have been dilappointed. 


We find our embarraſsments thicken ſo faſt and have become ſo com- 
plex, that many of us are unable to go further, 

In this exigence we apply to Congreſs for relief as our head and ſo- 
vereigu. | 

To prove that our hardſhips are exceedingly diſproportionate to thoſe 
of any other citizens of America, let a recurrence be had to the Pay- 
maſter's accompts for four years paſt.---If to this it ſhould be obje cted, 
that the reſpective ſtates have made ſettlements and given ſecurities for 
the pay due for part of that time, let the preſent value of thoſe nominal 
obligations be aſcertained by the monied men, and they will be found 
to be worth but little indeed; and yet trifling as they are, many have 
been under the ſad neceſſity of parting with them, to prevent their fa- 
milies from actually ſtarving. ; 


We 


. 


2 | 
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We complain that ſhadows have been offered to us, while the ſub- 
fAance has been gleaned by every perſon bearing the mark of civil au- 
thority throughout the United States. Our fituation compels us to ſearch. 
for the cauſe of our extreme poverty.---The citizens murmur at the 
greatnels of their taxes, and are aſtoniſhed that no part reaches the ar- 
my. The numerous demands which are between the firſt collectors and 
the ſoldiers ſwallow up the whole. 


Our diſtreſſes are now brought to a.point. We have borne all that 
we can bear, our property is expended---our private reſources are at an 
end---and our friends are wearied out and diſguſted with our inceſſant 
applications, We therefore moſt ſerjoufly and carveſtly beg, that a ſup- 
ply of money may be forwarded to the army as ſoon as poſſible. The 
uneaſineſs of the ſoldiers, for want of pay, is great and dangerous; any 
further experiments on their patience, may bare fatal effecta. 


The promiſed ſubſiſtence or ration of proviſions conſiſted of certain 
articles, ſpecified in kind and quantity ; this ration, without regard, that 
we can conceive, to the health of the troops, has been frequently altered as 
neceflity or conveniency ſuggeſted, generally loſing by the change ſome 
part of its ſubſtance... On an average, not more than ſeven or eight- 
tenths have been iſſued, the — parts were for a ſhort time paid. 
for ; but the buſineſs became troubleſome to thoſe who were to execute 
it,---For this or ſome other reaſons, all regard to the dues, as they re- 
ſpeed the ſoldiers, bas been difcontinued, (now and then a trifling gratuity 
excepted).---As theſe dues reipected the officers, they were compenſated. 
during one year, and part of another, by an extra tation; as to the re · 
tained rations, the account for ſeveral years remained unſettled; there 
is a large balance due upon it 3 and a conſiderable ſum for that of forage... 


The clothing was another part of the ſoldiers hire---the arrearages on 
that ſcore, for the year 1777, were paid off in continental money, when 
the dollar was worth about four-pence ;. the arrearages for the following - 
years are unliquidated, and we apprehend. ſcarcely thought of but by 
the army. Whenever there has been à real want of means---any defect 
in ſyſtem, or neglect in execution, in the departments of the army. 
we. have inevitably been the ſufferers, by hunger and ſs, and 
by languiſhiog in a hoſpital, We beg leave to urge an immediate ad- 
juſtment of all dues; that, as great a part as poſſible be paid, and the 
remainder put on ſuch a footing as will reſtore cheerfulneſs to the army. 
revive confidence in the juſtice and —_ of its conſtituents, and 


contribute to the very defir;able effeR of re g public credit, 


We are grieved to find that our brethren, who retired from ſervice on 
half-pay under the refolution of Congrefs in 1780, are not ovly deſti- 
tue of any eſſectual proviſion, but are become the objects of obloquy.--- 
Their condition has à very diſcouraging aſpect on us, who muſt ſooner, 
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or later retire, and, from every conſideration of juſtice, gratitude and 
policy, demands attention aud redreſs. 


We regard the act of Congreſs reſpecting balt-pay, as av honorable 
and juſt recompence for ſeveral years hard ſervice, in which the health 
and fortunes of the officers have been worn down and exhauſled. We 
ſce with chagrin the odiovs point of view, in which the citizens of too 
many of the ſtates endeavour to place the men entitled to it. 


We hope for the honor of human nature, that there are none, ſb 
hardened in the ſin of ingratitude, as to deny the juſtice of the reward. 


We have reaſon to believe that the objection generally, is againſt the 


mode only. To prevent therefore any altercations and diſtinftions which 
may tend to injure that harmony, which we ardently deſite may reign 
throughout the community, we are willing to commute the half-pay 
pledged, for full pay for a certain number of years, or for a ſum in groſs, 
as ſhall be agreed on by the Committee ſent with this addreſs. Hh 


To the repreſentation now made, the army have not a doubt that Con- 
ſs will pay all that attention, hich the ſerious nature of it requires. 
t would be criminal in the offieers to conceal the general diſſatistaction 
which prevails, and is gaining ground in the army, from the preſſure of 
evils and injuries, which, in the courſe of ſeven long years, have made 
their condition, in many inſtances, wretched.---They therefore entreat 
that Congreſs (to convince the army and the world, that the independ- 
ence of America ſhall not be placed on the ruin of any particular claſs 
of citizens) will point out a mode for immediate redreſs. And in this we 
pray, that the diſabled officers and ſoldiers, with the widows and orphans 
of thoſe who have expended or may expend their lives in the ſervice of 
their country, may he fully comprehended. We alſo beg, that ſome 
mode may be pointed out for the eventual payment of thoſe ſoldiers, 
who are the ſubjefts of the reſolution of Congrels of the 15h of May, 
1778. | 


In conſequence of which Congreſs were pleaſed to pals the following 


relolutions, viz. 
By ru UNITED STATES w CONGRESS 


As$EMBLED, January 25th, 1783. 
THE grand Committee, conſiſting of a member from each fate, re- 


| port that they hare conſidered the contents of a memorial preſented by 


the army, and find that they comprekeud fire different articles: 
iſt, Preſent 
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rſt, Preſent pay. 


2d. A ſettlement of accounts of the arrearages of pay, and ſecurity 
for what is due. | ; 


34. A communation of the half-pay allowed by different reſolutions 
of Congreſs for an equivalent in grois. 


4th. A ſettlement of the accounts of deficiencies of rations and com · 
penſation. f 


gib. A ſettlement of the accounts of deficiencies of clothing and 
penlation. | | 


Whereupon, Reſolved, As to the firſt, that the Superintendant of 
Finance be directed, conformable to the meaſures already taken for that 
purpoſe, as ſoon as the ſtate of the public finances will permit, to make 
ſuch payment, and in ſuch manner, as he ſhall think proper, till the fur- 
ther — of Congreſs. 


Reſolved, With reſpeR to the ſecond article, ſo far as relates to the 
ſeulement of accounts, that the ſeveral ſtates be called upon to com- 
pleat, without delay, the ſettlements with their reſpective lines of 
the army, up to the firſt day of Auguſt, 1780, and that the Superin- 
rendant of Finance be directed to take ſuch meaſures as ſhall appear to 
him moſt proper for eſſecting the ſettlement from that period. 

As to what relates to the providing ſecurity for what ſhall be found 
due on ſuch ſettlement : 


Reſolved, That the troops of the United States, in common with all 
creditors of the ſame, have an undoubted right to expect ſuch ſecurity; 
and that Congreſs will make every effort in their power, to obtain from 
the reſpective ſtates, ſubſtantial funds, adequate to the object of fund- 
ing the whole debt of the United States, and will eater upon an imme- 
diate and full conſideration of the nature of ſuch funds, and the moſt 
likely mode of obtaining them. : 

__— That the remainder of the report be referred to a Committee 
e. 


44 


goon after the Committee of the army made the following general report» 
to Major General Knox, with whom they had been directed to cot - 


( reſpond on the ſubjeRts of the foregoing petition to Congreſs, 
| PulLADELPHLA, Brb February, 1583. 


Da Ax S1n, 


H E army has, no doubt, been anxious to hear from us, and we 
ſhould have had as much pleaſure in communicating to them any. 
ſacceſs of our application for them, as they are to receive it: But no- 
thing of any moment has yet been decided for them, We ſpent the firſt. 
week, after our arrival, in converſing with the members of Congreſs on 
the ſubjeR of the aildreſs ; to prepare them for the reception of it before 
it was read, leſt the want of information ſhould retard a favorable reſolu- 
tion on it. On its being read, a- Committee was appointed to confer 
; with us, conſiſting of a member from each ſtate, but _ > which 
was uprepreſented, and had no member attending. The Financier at- 
tended at this meeting To this Committee we communicated the con - 
dition of the army, and we dilated very diffuſely all the ſubjects ſtated in 
the addreſs; i truth and decency were the only bounds obſerved . 
in our conference with them. The reaſon of our applying to Congrets 
8 on a compenſation for. half · pay, was alſo migutely detail 
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The reſult as to preſent pay, will be communicated to Colonel 
Brooks, On this ſubject = only commit to 2 months . 
pay in notes to the officers, and one to the non · commiſſioned and pri- 
vates, at weekly payments of half a dollar per week to the latter, is all 
that can be now obtained. This grand mittee appointed a Sub- 
Committee to converſe with us, as occaſion hould require, if any new. 
matter occurred to us ; and to inſpe&critically into the principles of an · 
puities, in order to determine on an equivalent for the half-pay. 


In about ten days they reported to the grand Committee, that twelve 
years was a mean life of the ages of the officers of the army; and that fix 
whole years pay was equal to the country and the army, to the halt - pay 
for life. The Committee then reported to Congreſs, which produced 

| the reſolutions which have been tranſmitted to the Commander in Chief. 
. That part of the report which reſpected the value of the half- pay, was 
Fas recommiited to a ſmaller Committee, the number of years being conſi- 
ix | dered too many. N 


Tui committee took up ſome time to examine calculations on annui- . 
nies, and two days ago they reported five years whole pay as equal to 


the halt-pay for life, but nine ſtates would not approve the report, 
Georgia, 


2 
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. Maryland and Delaware u d. We adviſed out 
Friends not to preſs for a determination, if they could not carry the que 
tion, as the ſenſe of Maryland and Delaware were known to be favourable 
to us, and their delegates were daily expected in town. On diſcuffion 
in Congreſs, ſome of the members oppoſed to the commutation, and 
equally ſo to half-pay, expreſſed a deſire to put off the queſtion, to give 
them time for more confiderationz it was accordingly granted. 

ſtands the matter of commutation. , 


Maſſachuſetts, New-York, Pennyſylvania, Virginia, North and South« 

Carolina were for the equivalent; New-Hampſhire, Rhode-Ifland, Con- 
WE neQicut, and Jerſey were againſt it. There is ſome ptoſpect of getting 
one or more of theſe ſtates to vote for the commutation, If this is ac» 
compliſhed, with Maryland and Delaware, the queſtion will be carried. 
whenever it is, as the report now ſtands, it will be at the election of a 
line, as ſuch, to accept of the commutation or retain their claim to the 
half- pay, Congreſs being determined that no alteration ſhall take places 
in the emolument held out to the army, but by their conſent. | 


This rendered it unneceſſary for us to conſult the army on the equira- 
lent for the half-pay.---The zeal of a great number of members of Con · 
greſs to get continental funds, while a-few wiſhed to have us referred to 
© the ſtates, induced us to conceal what funds we wiſhed, or expected, leſt 
ur declaration for one or the other, might retard « ſettlement of our 
{FF accounts, or a determination on the equivalent for the half pay. Indeed 
ſome of our beſt friends in Congreſs declared, however defirous they 

were to have our accounts ſettled, and the commutation fixed, as well an 
| to get funds, yet they would oppoſe referring us to the ſtates for a ſet · 
myo os ſecurity, till all proipect of obtaining continental funds was 
at an E . ” ; 0 0 „3 * 


Whether this is near or not, as commutation for the half · pay wag 
one of the principal objects of the addreſs, the obtaining of that is ne- 
ceſſary, previous to our particularizing what fund will be moſt agreea - 
ble to us: This muſt be determined by circumſtances.---If Con 
get funds we ſhall be ſecured, If not, the equivalent ſettled, a princi- 
pal will be eftabliſhed, which will be more acceptable to the eaſtern ſtates 
than half-pay, if application muſt be made to them.---As it is not likely 
that Congreſs will be able to determine ſoon on the commutation (fot 
the reaſons above mentioned ;) it is judged neceſſary that Colonel Brooks 
eturn to the army, to give them a more particular detail of our proſ- 
peCts than can be done in the compaſs of a letter. It is however thought 
proper that General M“ Dougal ſhould remain in Philadelphia, to endea · 
your at a proper time to bring on the determination of Congreſs, on the 
mportant queſtion ; as well as to quicken the accompliſhment of the 
aer points contained in the addreſs, 6—— =. 


©, 


den viſits his fargily, as well as to do ſome buſineſs which will greatly 

ote the object of our being ſent here, Colonel Ogden will howe- 
ver return if it ſhould be judged neceſſary, We conceived it expedient 
ary the army this general report, and beg leave to refer you to Co- 


Brooks for a more particular one. 
| We are, 
812, 
With great truth, 
Your affectionate humble ſervants, 
(Signed) ALEX. M*'DOUGAL, 
5. 4 M. OGDEN. 
Major-General Knox. . | 


On the toth of March the following anonymous notification made its 
appearance, and was accompanied by an anonymous addreſs to the 
- officers of the army, which is ſubjoined: 


-A Meeting of the general and field officers is requeſted at the Pob- 
A lie Buildiog on Tueſday next,* 11 — commiſſioned offi. 
cer from each company is expected, and a delegate from the medical 
ſtaff. The object of this convention is to conſider the late letter from 
our repreſentatives in Philadelphia, and what meaſure (if any) ſhould 
be adopted to obtain that redreis of grievances which they ſeem to have 
ited in vain. 
| No. II. . 5 
To TRIZ OFFICERS or rus ARMY. 

3 Gentlemen, 14 : | : 
F FELLOW-SOLDIER, whoſe intereſt and affections bind 
A him ſtrongly to you, whoſe paſt ſufferings have been as great, and 
whoſe future fortunes may be as deſperate as yours---would beg leave 
to addreſs you. 
Age has its claims, and rank is not without its pretenſions to adviſe ; 


but though unſupported by both, he flatters himielf, that the plain lan- 
guage of fincerity and experience, will neither be unheard nor unregarded. 


' Like many of you, he loved private life, and left it with regret.--- | 
He left it, determined to retire from the field; with the neceſſiiy ** "0 
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Jed him to it, ad not till then, not till the enemies of his country 
the ſlaves of power and the hirelings of injuſtice, were compelled to 
abandon their ſchemes, and acknowledge America as terrible in arms, as 
The had been humble in remonftrance.--- With this object in views be 
has long ſhared in — toils, and mingled in your dangers,---he has 
felt the cold hand of poverty, without a murmur, and has ſeen the iulo- 
lence of wealth, without a ſigh. But too much under the direftion of 
his wiſhes, and ſometimes weak enough to miſtake deſire for opinion, he 
bas till lately, very lately, believed in the juſtice of his country. -He 
hoped that as the clouds of adverſity ſcattered; and as the ſunſhine of 
peace and better fortune broke in upon us, K the coldneſs and ſeverity of 
government would relax, ad that more than juſtice, that gratitude, 
would blaze forth upon thoſe hands, which bad upheld her, in the dark- 
eſt ſtages of her » from impending ſervitude, io acknowledged in · 
dependence. 

But faith bas its limits 46 well as temper, and there are points, be- 
yond which neither can be ſtretched without ſinking into cowardice, or 
plunging into credulity;--- This, my friends, I conceive to be your ſitua- 
tion — hurried ta the very verge of both, another ſtep would ruin you for 
ever. To be tame and unprovoked, when injuries preſs hard upon you, 
is more than weakneſs, but to look up for kinder uſage, without one 
manly effort of your own; would fix your character, and ſhew the world, 
how richly you deſerve thoſe chains you broke. To guard againſt this 
e vil, let us take a view of the ground upon which we now ſtand, and 
from thence carry our —ͤ— farwend, for a moment, into the unex- 
Plored field of expedient. 


Aſter a purſuit of ſeven long yeats, the object for which we ſet out, is 
at length brought within our reach;---Yes, my friends, that ſuffering 
courage of yours; was active once; it has conducted the United States 
of America, through a doubtful and a bloody war---it has placed her in 


© the chait of independency, and peace returus again to bleſs . Whom ? 


A country willing to redreſs your wrongs, cheriſh your worth, and re- 
ward your ſervices ?---A country courting your return to private life, 
with tears of gratitude und ſmiles of admitation ?---longing to divide 
with you that independency which your gallantry has given, and thoſe 
riches which your wounds have preſerved ?---Is this the caſe? Or is it 
rather a country that tramples upon your rights, diſdains your cries, and 
inſults your di P. have you not more than once ſuggeſted your 
wiſhes, and made known your wants to Congreſs (wants and wiſhes which 
titude and policy ſhould have anticipated, rather than evaded ;) and 

_ not lately, in the meek language of entreating memorials, beg · 
ged their juſtice what you could no longer ex from their ta · 


vour? How have you been anſwered ?---let the letter which you are cal · 
ted to conſider to-morrow, make reply !---Lf this then be your treats 


nett, while the fwords you wear are neceſſary for the defence of me. 
rica, what have you to expect from peace; when your voice ſhall ſink, 
and your firength diſſipate by diviſion---when thoſe very ſwords, the in- 
ſtruments and-companions of your glory, ſhall-be taken from your ſides, 
and no remaining mark of military diũimction left, but your wants, in 
4firmities/and ſcatt.· Can you then conſent to be the only ſufferers by this 
revolution, and Tetiring from the-field, grow old in poverty, wretch- 
-edneſs and · con tempt ? ͤ Can you conſent to wade through the vile mire 
of depetideney, and owe the miſerable remnati of that liſe to charity, 
which bas hit been ſpent in honor t If you can ·ͥV Go and carry 
with you, the jeſt of Tories, and the ſcorn of Whigs ·· · the ridicule, and 
what is worſe---the pity of the world.---Go---ſtarve and be forgotten. 
Bur if your-ſpirits ſhould revolt at this, if you have ſenſe enough to 
diſcover, and-fpirit ſufficient to oppoſe ryranoy, under whatever garb it 
may aſſume---whether it be the plain coat of republicaniſm---or "4 
"ſplendid robe of royalty; if you have yet learned to diſcriminate, 
aween a people and a-cauſe---between men and principles, LKB awake, at- 
tend to yourdituation, and redreſs yourſelves, If the preſent moment 
pe loſt, every future effort is in vain---your thredts then, will be as emp- 
ty, as your entreaties now. I would adviſe you therefore, to come to 
ſome final opinion, of what you can bear and what you will ſuffer, Tf 
vour determination be in any proportion to your wrongs--carry your ap- 
Peal from the juſtice to the icars of government. Change the milk and 
Water ſlile of your laſt memorial..--Aflume a bolder tone, decent, but 
Jirely, ſpirited and determined ;---and ſuſpect ihe man who would ad- 
"viſe to more moderation, and longer forbearance. two or three 
men, Who can feel as well as write, be appoĩhted to draw up your laſt 
remonſtranee ( for I wotild no longer give it the ſucing, ſoft, unſucceſſ- 
Fol epithet ot memorial) Let it tepteſent in language, that will nei- 
cher diſhonour you by its rudeneſs, nor botray you by its fears---what 
Sas been promiſed by Congreſa, and what has been performed hom 


Long and how patiently you have ſuffered---how little you have aſked, 


And how much of that little has. been denied.---Tell them, that though 
Jou were the-firſt, and would wiſh to be laſt, to encounter danger--- 
«hough deſpair itlelf- can never dtive you into - diſhonor, it may Give 
you from the field. That the wound often- irritated and never bealed, 
nay at length become incyrable,---and that the ſlighteſt mark of indig- 
"nity brom-Congetle new, muſt operate like the-grave, and part you for- 
ever. That in any - political event, the afmy has its alternative. Af 
pence, that nothing ſhall ſeparate you from yeur arms but death.---It 
War, that courting the #uſpices, and — the direction of your illuſ- 
trious leader, you will retire to ſome yet unſettled country, ſmile in · your 
urn, and mock when their fear cometh on.“ ·L But let it repreſeot al- 
Wo, that ſhould they comply with the requeſt of your late memotial, it 
Would make, you mote happy, and them more reſpectable. That * 


* 
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te war-ſhould continue, you would follow their ſtandard-inhe ſſelk 

aud that when it came to an end, you would withdraw inte the ſhade of 
private life, and give the world another ſubject of wonder and applayſe--< 

an army victotious over its enemies ··L victorious over itſelf, 


In. con ſcquence of; the preceding, papers, the ſubſequent orders. wer 
: ilued : - . 


No. III. 


Hzap-QgARx TENS, NewBurGn; March 11, 8 


HE Commander in Chief, having heard that a general meetin 
of the officers of the army, was propoled to be held this da ＋ 
th: New Building, in an agonymous paper which was circulated yeſter- 
day by ſome unknown perſon, conceives (although he is fully. perſuad- 
ed that the good ſenſe of the officers would induce them to pay very lit - 
tle attention to ſuch irregular invitation) his duty as well as the reputa- 
tion and true intereſts of the army, require his dſapprobation of ſuch, 
diſorderly procredings ; at the ſame time, he requeſts the general” 
and field officers, with one officer from each company, and a proper re- 
preſentation of the ttaff of the army, will aſſemble at 12 o'clock on Sa-- 
turday next at the New-Building, to heat the report of-ihe Committee: 
of the army to Congreſs, 


After mature deliberation, they wilt deviſe what further meafures oughę 
to be adopted, as moſt rational, and beſt calculated, to attain the ny 
and important object in view, * g > 
The ſenior officer in rank preſent, will be pleaſed to-preſide, and report 
the reſul of the delideraian to the Commander in Chief. > 


The next evening the following anonymous addrefs marked No. If 
| was Ciſperſed.through the army +. 
No. IV. 
To rns OFFICERS os Tas. FI WM. Y+- 
Gentlemen, 
T HE author of the late addreſs, anz ious to- Ges though ke 
ſhould fail to engage, your eſteem, and determined at every riſque, 


to unfold your duty, and diſcharge his own---would beg Jeave to 
Ge Lurther indulgence of. a few moments attention... 1 


21 


Aware of the coyneſs with which his laſt letter would be received; 
he feels himſelf neither diſappointed, nor diſpleaſed with the caution, 
it has met.---He well knew, that it ſpoke a language, which till now, 
had been heard only in whiſpers ; and that it contained fome ſentiments, 
which confidence itſelf would have breathed with diſtruſt,---But their- 
lives have been ſhort, and their obſervation imperfeR indeed, who have 
yet to learn, that alarms may be falſe, ---that the beſt deſigns are ſome- 
rimes obliged to aſſume the worſt aſpect ; and that however ſynonymous, 
ſurpriſe and diſaſter may be in military phraſe, in moral and political 
meaning, they convey ideas, as different as they are diſtinct.—- S ſpicion. 
deteſtable as it is in private —_— — — — of —— 
ters. It to enquiry, zor again gn, and opens 
er — 1 the firſt to oppoſe a tyrant here, and ſtill 
lands ſentinel over the liberties of America.--- With this belief, it would 
illy become me, to ſtifle the voice of this honeſt guardian.- A guardian. 
who (authorized by circumſtance, digeſted into proof) bas herſelf given 
birth to the addreſs you have read, and now goes forth among you, with 
a requeſt to all, that.it may be treated fairly, that it may be conſider 
ed, before it be abuſed---and condemned, before it be tortured ;---con- 
vinced that, in a ſearch after error, truth will appear ; that apathy itſelf. 
will grow warm in the purſuit, and though it will be'the lat to adopt 
her advice, it will be the firſt to act upon it. 


The general order of yeſterday, which the weak may miſtake for diſ- 
approbation, and the deſigning dare to repreſent as ſuch, wears, in my 
. a very diſſerent complexion, and carries with it a very oppoſite 
— | * | | 

Till now, the Commander in Chief has regarded the ſteps you have. i 
taken for redreſs, with good wiſhes alone, L his oftenſible ſilence has au- | 
thoriſed your meetings, and his private opinion has ſanctiſied your 
claims, Had he diſliked the objetd in view, would not the ſame ſenſe 
of duty, which forbad your meeting on the third day of the week, have 
i you from meeting on the ſeventh ?-----1s not the ſame ſub. 

Ject held up for your diſcuſhon, and has it not paſſed the ſeal of office, 
and taken all the ſolemnity of an order ?---- This will give ſyſtem to your 
proceedings, and ſtability to your reſolves. It will ripen ſpeculation into 
fact, and while it adds to the unanimity, it cannot poſſibly leſſen the 
independency, of your ſentiments, It may be neceſſary to add upon this 
ſubject, that from the injunction with which the general orders cloſe, e 

very man is at liberty to conclude, that the report to be made to Head. 

2 varters, is intended for Congrefi, Hence will ariſe another motive for 

that energy, Which has been recommended, For, can you give the lie 
to the pathetic deſcriptions o nur repreſentations, and the more alarm« 
ing predictions of your friencs ? | 


To ſuch a4 make a want of ſignature, e eee 2g 
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ply,-»-that It matters very little, who is the author of ſentiments, which, 
grow out of your feelings and apply to your wants, That in this 
iuſlance diffidence ſuy geſted what experience enjoins; and that, 
while I continue to move on the high road of argument and advice 
which is open to all) I ſhall continue to be the ſole confident of my own 
ecret,” But ſhould the time come, when it ſhall be neceſſary to depart 


0 from this general line, and hold up any individual among you as an ob · 


ject of the reſentment or contempt of the reſt, I thus publicly pledge 
my honour as a ſoldier, and veracity as a man, that I will then aſſume a 


viſible exiſtence, and give wy name ta the army, with as little 
us as I now give my opinions, I am, &. 


The four preceding papers were tranſmitted to Congreſs by the Com-; 
mander in Chief, in his letter of the tach March, which was con · 
81. Hz A QpART ERS, March 12th, 1783. 
1 T is with inexpreſſible concern I make the following report to your 
Excellency. 
Two days ago, anonymous notifications. were circulated in the army, 


"© requeſting a general meeting of the officers next day, a copy of one 
of theſe papers is eqcloſed, marked No. I. About the ſame time another 
17 anonymous writin purporting to be an addreſs to the officers of the 


army,*was handed about in a clandeſtine manner, it is alſo encloſed and 
marked No, II. To prevent any precipitate and dangerous reſolutions 
from being taken at this perilous moment, while the paſſions were all 
ipflamed,---as ſoon as theſe things had come to my knowledge,---the 
next morning I iſſued the encloſed order, No. III. and in this ſituation 
the affair now reſts, 

As all opinion muſt be ſuſpended until after the meeting, on Satur- 
day next,---I have nothing turther to add, except a wiſh that the mea- 
ſure I have taken to diffipate a ſtorm, which has gathered ſo ſuddenly. 
and unexpectedly, may be acceptable to Congreſs ; and to aſſure them, 
that in every viciſſitude of circumſtances, till actuated with the greateſt 
zeal in their ſervice, I ſhall continue = utmoſt exertions to promote 
the welfare of my country, under the molt lively expectation, that Con- 
greſs have the beſt intention of doing ample juſtice to the army, as ſoon 
as circumſtances will poſſibly admit. | 

u 0 1 — honor to be, &c, 

. nce writing the foregoing, another anonymous is 
put in circulation, . encloſed No. Tv. et 

His Excellency the Pxz31DtnT of Concaess: 


And 


2 


Nod on the 16th of the fame month, the Commander in Chief wrote 
the following letter to his. Excellency the Preſident of Congreſs : 


Hzav-Quanrtars, 16 March, 1783. 


© & 2 
HAVE the honor to inform your Excellency, for the ſatisſaction 
of Congreſy, that the meeting of the officers which was mentioned 
in my laft; has been held yeſterday,---that it bas terminated in a manner 
which I had — to — from a — —— good ſenſe and 
ſteady patriotiſm of the gentlemen army, which on frequent oc- 
caſions I have diſcovered. ; — 

The report of the meeting, with the other papers which will be ne · 
ceſſary to accompany it, I ſhall do myſelf the honor to tranſmit to Coꝝ · 
greſs, as ſoon as they can poſlibly be prepared. 

| I have the honor to be, &c. 


On the 18th General Waznrncror expreſſed his approbation in the 
following public orders : 


Hz ap-QuarTtzrs, Newauacn, March 18, 1783. 


T HE Commander in Chief is highly ſatisfied with the report of the 
proceedings of the officers afſembled on the i gth inftant ; in obedi- 
ence to the orders of the x1th.---He begs his inability to communicate- 
an * idea of the pleafing feelings which have been excited in his- 
breaſt, by the aſſectionate ſentiments expreſſed towards him on that oc - 


caſion, may be conſidered as an apology for his ſilence. 


On the 18th March, the following letter from the Commander in Chieł᷑ 
was written to, Congreſs : 


Hzap-Qparttrs, NaewBurcy, March 186, 178 3.. 
S I I, 
T H E reſult of the proceedings of the grand convention of officersy. 
which I bave the honor ot encloſing to your Excellency for the- 
inſpection of Congreſs, will, I flatter myſelf, be conſidered as the laſs 


glorious proof of patriotiſm, which could have been given by men Bo- 
aſpired to the CiſtinQion of a patriot army, and. will not only contiemy, 
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Air claim to the juſtice, but will encreaſe their title to che gratitdde=d? 
ebeir country, 


Having ſeen the proceedings on the patt of the army, terminate with 
fect unanimity, and in a manner entirely conſonant to my wiſhes 3 \ 
ing impreſſed with the livelieſt ſentiments of aſſection for thoſe, who 
have ſo long, ſo patiently and fo cheerfully ſuffered and fought under 
my immediate direction, having from motives ot juſtice, duty and grati- 
wade, offered myſelf, as an advocate for their rights; and 
having been requelited to write to your Excellency, earneſtly entreating 
the moit ſpeedy decifion of Congreſs upon the ſubjects of the late ad- 
dreſs trom the army to that honorable body, - it pow only remains for 
me to perform the taſk I have afſumed,--and tointercede in their behalf 
as 1 now do, that the ſovereigu power will be pleaſed to-verify the pte · 
dictions I have pronounced of, and the confidence the army have repoſ- 
ed in, the juſtice of their oountry.-And here, I humbiy . oonceĩve it is al- 
together unneceſſary (while I am pleading the cauſe of an army which 
have done and ſuffered more than any other army ever did, in the defence 
of the rights and liberties of human nature) to expatiate on their'claines 
to the moſt ample- compenſation for- their meritorious ſervices,---becauſe 
they are perſcctly known-to the whole world, K aud becauſe (although the 
topics are inexhauſtible) enough bas already been ſaid on the ſubject. To 
prove-theſe aſſertions, to evince that my ſentiments have ever been uni- 
form, and to ſhew what my ideas of the rewards in queſtion have always 
been, -I appeal to the archives of Congreſs, and call on thoſe ſacred 

== depoſits to witneſs for:me,---And in order that my obſervations and ar- 
3 v4 guments, in favor of a future. adequate proviſion for the officers of the 


_— - 
— 1 


a; army, may be brought to remembrance again, and. conſidered in a ſingle 
_— point ot view, without giving Congreſs the trouble of having recourſe to 
— 4heic files; I will beg leave. to tranſmit here with, an extract from a te- 

* preſentation made by me to a Committee of Congrefs, ſo long ago as the 
wy 29th of. January, -1778 *.---and alſo the tranſcript of a letter to the Pre- 


ſident of Congreſs, dated near Paſſaick-Falls,” October 11, 1780 f. 


That in the critical-and perilous moment when the laſt mentioned 
communication was made, there was the utmoſt danger, a diſſolution of 


hiek: the army would have taken place, -uoleſs-meaſures fimilar to thoſe re- 
commended, had been adopted, will not admit a doubt, That 
the adoption of the reſolution, granting half pay tor life, has been at- 

”_ tended with all the happy conſequences I bad foretold, fo ſar as reſpeR- 
ed the good of the ſervice, let the aſtoniſhing contraſt between the ſtate 
-of the army at this iaſtaut, and at the former period determine. And 

ery. | that 
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that the eſtabliſhment of funds, and fecurities for the payment of all ibe 
juſt demands of the army, will be the moſt certain means oi preſerving the 
ional faith and future tranquility of this extenſive continent, is my 

By the preceding remarks it will readily be imagined that inſtead of re- 
— and reprehending (from farther experience and reflection) the 
mode of —ů— ſo ſtrenuoſly urged in the encloſures, I am more 
and more rmed in the ſentiment, and if in the wrong, ſuffer me to 
pleaſe myſelf with the grateful deluſion. 

For if, beſides the firm yment of thelr wages, a farther compen- 
ation is not due to the — and ſacrifices of the officers, · then have 
I teen miſtaken indeed;---if the whole army have not merited, whatever 
2 grateful people can beſtow, then I have been beguiled by prejudice, and 
built opinion on the baſis of error. It this country ſhould not in the 
event, perform every thing which has been req uelled, in the late me · 
morial ro Congreſs, then will my belief become vain, and the hope 
that has been excited void of foundation. And if (as has been ſuggeſt- 
ed for the purpoſe of inflamitg their paſſions) the officers of the army, 
are to be the only ſufferers by this revolution,---if, ** retiring from the 
field they are to grow old in poverty, wretchedneſs and contempt,---if 
they are to wade through the vile mire of dependency, and owe the mi- 
lerable remnant of that life to charity, which has hitherto been ſpent 
in honor, then ſhall I have learned what ingratitude is, then ſhall 1 
have realized a tale, which will embitter every moment of my future 
life :---But I am under no ſuch apprehenſions, a country reſcued by their 
arms from impending ruin, will never leave unpaid the debt of grati- 


Should any intemperate or improper warmth, have mingled itſelf 
amongſt the foregoing obſervations,---I muſt entreat your Excellency 
and Congreſs, it may be attributed to the effuſion of an honeſt zeal in 


the beſt of cauſes, and that my peculiar ſituation may be my apology 4 
---and I hope I need not, on this momentuous occafion, make any new 


proteſtations, of perſonal difintereſtedneſs, having ever renounced for 
myſelf, the idea of pecuniary reward. The conſciouſneſs of having 
attempted, faithfully to diſcharge my duty, and the approbation of my 
country, will be a ſufficient recompence tot my ſervices, 
I have the honor to be, 
Wich perfect reſpect, l 
Your Excellency's 
Moſt obedient ſervant, 


Tho 


11 


The papers encloſed in the preceding letter, are annexed, except the 

extract from a repreſentation made by General Waſhingtom to a Com - 
mittee of Congreſs,, January 29th, 1778, which is inſerted in the, 
third page; and alſo the tranſcript of a letter from: General Waſhiag · 
ton to the Preſident cf Congrefs, dated near Paſſaick Falls, Oktober 
11th, 1780, which likewiſe may be ſeen at page (ix. 2 


RE POR T of the Cox vario of Orrictss, held at the Canton · 
ment, 1 th March, 1783. 3 


GREEABLE tothe orde of the tith inftanethe officers of tho 
American army being convencd. The honorable Mjr · Genetal 
Gates Prefident, N * 


His Excellency the Commander in Chief was pleaſed. to open the 
meeting with the following addreſs to them, on the ſuby*MX' of rneir be- 
ing called to together; which wich ſome ocher papers were left for the 
conſideration of the «fembiy. | | . 


Gentlemen, 


Y an anonymons ſummons, an attempt has been made to convene” 
you I inconſiſtent with the rules of propriefy! how 
vamilitary ! and how fubverſive of all good order and diſcipline! ---let- 

the good ten'e of the army decide! | 2 


In the moment of this ſummons, another anonymous production was 
ſeut inta circulation; addteſſed more to the feelings and paſſions, than 
to the reaſon and judgment of the army. The author of the piece, 
is e tituled to much credit for the goodneſs of his pen, and 1 could 
wiſh he had as much credit for the rectitude of his het; for as men ſee 
through different optics, and are induced by the reflecting faculties cf 
the mind, to uſe different means to obtain the ſame end,---the author of 
the addreſs, ſhould have had more cbarity, than to mark- for fulpigion, , 
the man, who ſhould recommend moderation and longer forbearance, -- 
or in other words, who ſhould not think as he thinks, and act as he ad- 
viſes.---But he had another plan in view, in «hich candor and liberali- 
ty of ſentiment, regard to juſtice, and love of country, base no part; - 
and he was right to igfiauate the darkeſt ſuſpicion, to eſſect the black · 
ell deſigns. Shit 


That the addreſs is drawn with great »rt, an is deſigned to anſwer. 
the moſt infdious purpoſes, that 1 is calc alazed to i.aprels the — 
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vieh an idea of premeditated injuſtice in the fovereign er of the 

Ugited States, and rouſe all thole reſentmenis, which mu una voidably 
flow from ſuch a belie f. that the ſecret mover of this ſcheme (whoe» 
ver he may be) intended to take advantage of the paſſions, while they 
were warmed, by the tecollectiun of patt dittrefſes, without giving time 
for coal, deliberate thinking, and that compoſure of mind, which is ſo 
neceſſary to give dignity and fnbility to tneaſures, is rendered too ob- 
vious, by the mbde of conducting the bulitefs, to ned other proof, 
than a reference to the proceeding. | 


Thus much, Gentlemen, I have thod$ht it incumbent on me to ob- 
Yerve to you, to ſbew upon what principles, I oppoſed the irregular and 
Haſty meeting, which was propotcd to have bern beld on Tueſday laſt, 
aod not becauſe, I wanted a diſpoſition to give you every opportunity, 
"conſiſtent with your own honor, and the dignity of the atmy, to make 
known yokr grierancee,---If my conduct hereiofore his” not evinced to 
you that I have been a faithful triend to the army, my declaration of it 
at this time, . would be equally unavailing and Improper; but as I was 
among the firſt who emberked in the cauſe of dur common country; 
I have gever left your fide one moment, but when called. from you 
on public duty; as 1 have been the conſtant companion and witneſs of 
your diſtreſſes, and not among the laſt to feel and acknowledge your 
merits; 20 I haveever conlicered my own military reputation, as luſe 
patably connected with that cf the anny ; as my heart bas ever expand - 
ed with joy, hen I have heard its praiſes, and my 1ndigaation has ariſen, 
when the mouth of detraftion bas been opened againſt it, -, it can cares · 
be. ſuppijed, at this late ſtage of the war, that I zm indifferent to its 


intereſts,---But---how are they to be promoted ?---The way is plain, ſays, 


the anonymous addrefſer---if war continues, remove into the unſettleu 
eduntry,---there &ſtabliſh yourſelves, nod leave an ubgrateful county to 
defend iiſelf.- But who are they to defend?---Our wives, our chudten, 
our farms and other property which we leuve behind us?---Or, in the 
tate of hoſtile ſeparation, are we to take the two ſirſt (the latter canndt 
de removed) to periſh in a wilderneſs with hunger, cold and naked- 
neſs ? If peace tskes Place, never ſheath your ſwords (tays be) until 
you have obtained tull aud ample juſtice :---This dreadful alternative, cf 
either deſerrivg our country, iv the extremeſt hour of diſtreſs, or turn- 
ing our arms againſt ir, (which is the apparent object, wunleſs'Congreſs 
: cad de compelled into inſtant compliance) has ſomething ſo ſhocking in 
K, -athat humanity revolt at the idea. My God f- what eau this wri- 
ter have in view by recommendiug ſuch meaſures? Can he be a friend to 


the army? Can he be a friend to this country? Rather is he not an in+ 
ndious toe ?---ſome emiſſary, perhaps, ſtom New-York, plotting the ru - 


in of both, by ſowing the ſeedz of difcord and feparation between the ci- 
Mand military powers of the continent ?---and what a compliment does 
| a kn 
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complete juſlice, for all your toils and Jangers, and in the gratification 
of every wiſh, ſo far es may be done conſiſtently with the great duty I 
owe my countay, and thoſe powers we are bound to reſpect, you may 
treely command my ſervices to the utmoſt extent of my abilities. 


While I give you theſe aſſurances, and pledge myſelf in the moſt un- 
equivocal manner, to exert whatever ability I am poſſeſſed of, in your 
lavout, let me intreat you, Gentlemen, on your part, not to take any mea · 
ſures, which, viewed in the calm light of reaſon, will leſſen the dignity, 
and ſully the glory you have hitherto maintained. Let me requeſt you, 
to rely on the plighted faith of your country, and place a full confidence 
zn the purity of the intentions of Congreſs, that previous to your diſſolu- 
tion as an army, they will cauſe all your accompts to be fairly liquida- 
red, as directed in their reſolutions which were publiſhed to you two days 
ego, and that they will adopt the moſt effetual meaſures in their po- 
er, to render ample juſtice to you, for your faithful and meritorious ſet · 
vices, And let me conjure you in the name of our common country, 
as you vaiue your own ſacred honor, as you reſpeR the rights of huma- 
nity, and as yuu regard the military and national character of America, 
to expreſs your utmolt horror and deteſtation of the man, who wiſhes: 
under ary ſpecious pretences, to overturn the liberties of our country, 
and who wickedly attempts to open the flood · gates of civil diſcord, and 
deluge our riſing empire in blood. By thus determining, and thus act- 
ing, you will purſue the plain and direRt road to the attainment of your” 
wiſhes; you will defeat the inſidious deſigns of our enemies, who are com · 
pelled to refort from open foree, to ſecret artifice ; you will give one more 
dibinguiſhed proof of unexampled patriotiſm and patient virtue, riſing; 
ſuperior. to the preſſure of the moſt complicated ſutferings ; and you will, 
by the dignity of your conduct, afford occaſion for poſterity to ſay, 
when ſpeaking of the glorious example you have exhibited to mavkind,, 
bad this day been wanting, the world bad never ſeen the laſt ſlage of 
perfection, to which human nature is capable of attaining. 


His Excellency having withdrawn. On motion made by General 
Knox, and ſeconded by General Putnam, 


Reſolved, That the unanimous thanks of the officers of the army be 

. preſented to his Excellency the Commander in Chief, for his excellent 

addreſs, and the communications he has been pleaſed to make to them; 

and to afſure him, that the officers reciprocate his »ffetionare expreſſi- 
ons, with the greateſt ſincerity of which the human heart is capable. 


The addreſs from the army to Congreſs, the report of the Commit · 
tee from the army, and the reſolutions of Congreſs of the 25th of * 1 
nuaty being read, on a motion by General Pam, ſeconded by Ge- 
netal Hand, a 


Voted, 
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Vosad, That a Committee be appointed immediately to draw up ſome 
reſolutions, exprefiive of the buſineſs before us, and report in half an- 
hour; that this Committee conſiſl of one General, one Field Officer and 
one Captain : 


That General Knox, Colonel Brooks, and Captain Howard, compoſe 


m / carton. nin and fully conſi- 
=. og N 


Reſolved ananimonſiy, That at the commencement of the preſent war, 
the offi-ers of the American army, engaged in the ſervice of their coun- 
Ky from the pureſt love, and attachment to the rights aud liberties of 
human nature; which motives ſtill exiſt in the higheſt degree; and 
that no circumſtance of diſtreſs or danger, ſhall induce a conduct, that 
may tend to ſully the reputation and glory, which they have acquited 


at the price ot their blood, and eight years faithful ferviees. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the army continue to have an unſhaken 
confidence in the juitice of Congreſs and their country ; and are ful 
eonvinced that the repreſentatives of America will not diſband or diſper 
the army, until their aceompts are liquidated, the balances accurately 
aſcertained, and adequate funds eſtabliſhed for payment. 


And in this arrangement the officers expect that the half · pay, or com» 
mutation of it, ſhould be efficaciouſly compreheuded. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That his Excellency the Commander in Chief 
be requeſted to write to his ExceMency the Preſident of Congreſs, earn - 
eſtly entreating the more ſpeedy deciſion of that honorable body, upon 
the tubje#s of our late addreſs, which was forwarded by a Committee 
of the army, ſome of whom are waiting upon Congreſs for the reſult. 
In the alternative of peace or war, this event would be highly ſatisſacto- 
ry, and would produce immediate tranquility in the minds ot the army; 
and prevent any further machinations of deſigning men, to ſow diſ- 
cord between the civil and military powers of the Unned States. 


Reſolved unanimoy/ly, That the officers of the American army view 
with abhorrence, and reject with diſdain, the infamous propoſitions con- 
tained in a late anonymous aedreſs to the officers of the army, and reſent 
with indignation, the ſecret attempts of ſome unknown perſons, to col- 
le the officers together, in a manner totally ſubverfive of all diſcipline 
and good order. Sy 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of the officers of the 2 be 
given to the Committee, who preſented to Congreſs the late addreſs of 
the army, for the wiſdom and prudence with which they have conduct- 
na that bulineſs ; and that a copy of the proceedings of 9 
N 
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winef by the — n and that be 5e. 
veſted to continue his ſolicitations at Ce il the object 
. 1 ations at Congreſs, until the objects oh, 
The meeting was then diſſolved. 

HORATIO GAPES, Major-General, Prefident, 


Previous to the receipt of the foregoing, letter, with. it» encloſures, «=, 
Congreſs were pleaſed to paſs the following reſolutions : 


Mac isch, 1783. 
By rux UNETED STATES 1n CONGRESS, 
AvSEMBLED._ 


On 2 report of a Commigee, to whom. vas veferred a letter of 
»ath of March from the Commander in Chief: | | my 


Qrdered, That the Superintendant of Finange lay before Congreſs an 
account of the payments made to the. army, in conſequence of the reſo, 
lution of the 25th day of January laſt,---and what ſums. the. ftate of tha 
public finances will enable him to pay to the army at pceſent; and aiſa 
chat be communicate to Congreſs what fteps have been taken, towardy,_ 
ſeitlir g the accompes of the army face the ſaid reſolution.” 


CHARLES, THous ON, Secretary. | 


Mazcun. 22d, 1583. , 
By Txzx UNITED STATES ix CONGRESS, 


AS EN LE o, 


On the report of a Committtee, ta whom was referred » motion of Mr, 
Dyer, together with the memorial of the army, god report of the Com 
mictee thereon ;---Congreſs-came to the following reſolutions : 


Whereas the officers of the ſeveral lines, under the immediate com- 
mand of his Exce General. Wafhingten, did. by their late memo- 
rial tranſmitted, repreſent to Congreſs, that the halt-pay granted by ſun» 
— reſoluticus, was regarded, in an unfavourable light by the citizens 

ſome ok theſe ſtates, who would prefer a compenlation tor a limited 
tetm of: years, ot by a ſum ip; groſe, to an citebliſhment for life; and did 
on that account, ſolicit a commutation of their half pay, for av equira- 
lene in one of the modes abore-mentioned, in order to remove all ſub- 
jeclu of diſſat is faction from the minds of their fellow citizens.---And: 
whereas Congreſs are defirous, as well of gratifying the reaſonable ex- 
peQations of the officers of the army, as of removing all objeQiong. 
which my exiſt ig anꝝ part of the Unitod States, to the principles of ib 

' ** 
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Yralf-pay effablifhment, for which the faith of the United States bach 
deen pledged, perſuaded that thoſe objectious can only ariſe from the na- 


ture of the compenſation, not from any indiſpofition to compenſate thoſe, 
whoſe ſervices, ſacrifices and ſufferings, have fo juſtly a title to the ap- 
probation and rewards of their country: Therefore, 


Reſobvil, That ſuch officers as are now in ſervice, nnd ſhall eon · 
tinue therein to the end of the war, ſhall be entitled to receive the amouut 
of five years full pay in money or ſecurities, on intereſt at fix per cent 
per annum, as Congteſe ſhall. ᷣd moſtconvenient, inftead of the half 

pay promiſed for life, by the reſolution of the 21 day of Oftober, 
1780.---the ſaid ſecuvities to be ſuch as hall be given to the creditors of 
the United States : Provided that it be at the option of the lives 
of the reſpeRive Rates, and not of officers individually in thoſe 
lines, to accept or retuſe the lame and provided alſo, that their electi- 
on ſhall be fignitied to Congreſs through the Commander in Chief, from 
be lines under his immediate command, within two months; and through 
(the commanding 6fficer of the ſouthern army, from thoſe under his 
command, within fix months from the date of this reſolution : 


That the fame commuratidn ſhall extend ro the — 
to the lines of particular tes, and who are entitled to half-pay for'li 
2s aforeſaid thit acceptance or refuſal to be determined by corps, and 
to be fignified ia the ſame manner, and within the fame time, a3 20 · 
mentioned k | | 

That all officers belonging to the hoſpital department, who are en- 
titled to half-pay by the — of — 7th day of January, 178 
may collectively agree to accept or refuſe the atoreſaid commutition, 
ſignifying the ſame through the Commander in Chief, withia fix months 
from this time? | 


That ſuch officers as have retired at different periods, entitled to half- 
pay for life, may collectively, io each ſtate of Which they are twhabi- 
tante, accept or refuſe the ſame, their acceptation or refuſal to de figot> 
Red by agents authoriſed for that purpoſe, within fix months from this 

iod : That with reſpe& to fach retiring officers, the commutation, if 
accepted by them, ſhall be in tien of whatever may be now due to them 
Lace the time of their retiring from fervice, ns well as of what might 
hereafter become due; and that fo ſoon as gheir acceptance ſhall be bg. 
mifi:d, the Superiatendaor ofFinance be, and he is bereby directed totake 
meaſures for the ſettlement of their accompts accotdingly, and to ifſue 
to them certificates bearing intereſt at fix per cent? 


That all officers entitled to half pay for life, not included in the pre» 
-ceding reſolution, may allo collectively agree, to accept or refuſe the 
uſoreisid commutation, ſignifying the ſame within fix months from this 


Jul 


| 
| 
j 


a 


Juſt at the moment when Congreſs had given their ſanckion to the aft 
of commutation, intelligence arrived that the proyiſional articles of 
peace were ſigned; but the arrival of the defizitive tres ty being de» 
layed beyond the general expeRation, and it be'ng {ound neceſſary to 
diminiſh the public expenditures, Congreſs thought proper to pals 
the following reſolution: 


'By Tug UNITED STATES IN CONGRESS Ag- 
s EMA LE D, May 26th, 1783. 

Reſolved, That the Commander in Chief be inſtructed to grant fur - 
loughs to the non - commiſſioned officers and ſoldiers in the ſervice of the 
United States enliſted to ſerve during the war, who ſhall be diſcharged 
as ſoon as the definitive treaty of peace is concluded, together with a 
proportionable number of commiſſianed officers of the different grades: 
And that the Secretary at War and Commander in Chiet take ihe pro- 
per meaſures for 2 thoſe troops to their reſpectire homes, in 
ſuch manner as may be moſt convenient to themſelves and to the ſtates, 
through which they may paſs; and that the men thus furloughed be al- 
lowed to take their arms with them. 


CHARLES T HOMSON, Secretary. 


Upon the promulgation of this reſolution the ſubſequent 2ddreſs was 
| preſented to the Commander ia Chief: 


S I. X. 

T is difficult for us to expreſs the regret we feal at being obliged, 
I again to ſolicit your Excellency's attention and paucnage. Next to 
the anguiſh which the proſpect = our own wretchedneſs excites in our 
breaſts, is the pain which ariſes from a knowledge of your anxiety on 
account of thoſe men who have been the ſharers of your fortunes, and 
have bed the honor of being your companions through the various vis 
cifficudes of the war, Ivothipg, therefore, but neceflity could induce 
us to a repreſentation which we know mult give you ccucctu. 


| Your Excellency has fo intimate a knowledge of the condition of the 
army, as to render a particular delineation unneceſſary, As you have 
been a witneſs of our ſufferings during a war uncommon in its nature, 
and unparalleled in many circumſtances attending it, ſo you are now, 
Sic, no leſs a witneſs of the unequal burthen which has ſallen 2 us, 
rom 


33 J 
from the want 6f that proviſion, to which, from our aſſiduous and uns 
remitting ſervices, we conceive, we are entitled. Having recently ex- 

ed our ſenſe of what was due to our diſtreſs---bavitg repeated ' 
your Excellency the conficence we had, that our accompts would 
be liquidated, the balances aſcertained, and adequate funds provided for 
payment, previous to our being diſperſed or diſbanded---having ſeen, with 
pleaſure, the approbation which Congreſs gave our reliance---it is with 
a mixture of aſtoniſhment and chagriri, that we view the late reſolve of 
Congreſs, by which the ſoldiers for the war, and a proportionate num- 
ber of officers are to be * without any one of thoſe impor- 
tant objeds being accompliſhed; and, to complete the ſcene of woe, 
are to be compelled to leave the army without the means of defraying 
the debts we have neceſſarily incurred in the tourſe of tervice, or even 
of gratitying thoſe menials, in the pittance which is their due; much 
leſs, to carry with us that ſupport and comfort to our families, of which, 
from our long military ſervices, they have been deprived. No leſs ex 
poſed then, to the inlults of the meaneſt followers of the army, than to 
the arreſts of the ſheriff; deprived of the ability to aſſiſt our tamilies 3 
and without an evidence that any thing is due to us for our ſervices 
and, conſequently, without the leaſt proſpeR of obtaining credit for even 
a temporary ſubfiſtence until we can get into bulineſs---to what quarter 
can we look? We take the liberty to ſay, Sir, only to * Excellency 7 
And, from the fincerity of our bearts, we do it, no leſs from a pet ſuaſi · . 
on of the efficiency of your further efforts in our f rot, than from the 
kind aſſurances you have been pleaſed to give us of your ſupport. 


To your Excellency then we make our appeal, and in the moſt ſolemn . 
manner, from that abhorrence ot oppreſſion and injuſtice which firſt 
unſheathed our ſwords j from the remembrance of the common dangers 
through which we have paſſed j and from the recollection of thoſe alto - 
niſhing events which have been effected by our united efforts, permit ug 
to ſolicit your further aid ; and to entreat, that the order of the zd ins, 
ſtant, founded on the act of Congreſs of the 26th of May laſt, may 
be tuſpended or varied in its operation, ſo far, as that no officer or ſole, 
dier be oþliged to receive a furlough, until that honourable body can ba 

_appriſ:d of the wretched ſituation into which the army muſt be . 
a 


by a conformity to it; that your Excellency will eadeavour to prey 
vn Congreſs---nay, that, on the principles of commot juſtice, you will 
jaſiſt that neither officer nor ſoldier be compelled to leave the field, un« 
til a liquidation of accompts can be effected, till the balances are aſcer 
tained, certificates for the ſums due given, including the commytati 
of half pay to the officers, and the gratuity of eighty dollars to the 10l - 
diers, and till a ſupply of money can be furniſhed ſufficient to carry ug, 
from the field of glory, with honor to ourſelves and credit to our coun, "2 
V try, We ill wiſh to belie re, that 1 country, ts which we have bees 
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fo.lcng devoted, will never look with indifference on the diftrefſes of 
thoſe of her ſons, who bare fo eſſentially contributed to the eſtabliſh- - 
ment of freedom, the ſecurity of property, and the rearing of an em- 
Pre. 


In the name and behalf of the Generals and officers commandiog re- 
giments, and corps in the cantonment on Hudſon's river. 
I have the honor to be, 
With the higheſt reſpect, 


Your Excellency's 
Moſt obedient ſervant, 
June 5, 1783. W. HEATH, Mzjor-General, Preſident. 


To the foregoing Addreſs, General Waſhington was pleaſed to return 
the following Anſwer, viz. 


Hzsav-Qyuarxrtzrs, Gth June, 1783. 
S I R, 


BEFORE I make a reply to the ſubject of the addreſs ofthe Gene» 
rals and officers commanding the regiments and corps of this army, 
preſented by yourſeff yeſterday, I entrear, that thoſe Gentlemen will ac- 
cept my warmeſt acknowledgement for the confidence they have been 
Pleaſed to repoſe in me ; they may be affured it ſhall never be abuſed : 
and I beg they will be perſuaded, that as no man can poffibly be better 
acquainted than I am with the paſt merits and ſervices of the army, ſono 
one can poſſibly be more ſlrongly impreſſed with their preſent ineligible ſi- 
tuation, feel a keener fenſibility at their diſtrefles, or more ardently deſire 
to alleviate or remove them, ---but ĩt would{be unnecrflary perhaps, to en- 
ter into a detail of what I have done, and what I am till attempting to do, 
in order to afliſt in the accompliſhment of this intereſting purpoſe, ---let ir 
be ſufficient to obſerve, I do not yet deſpair of ſucceſs ; forl am perſectiy 
convinced that the ſlates candot, without involving themſelves in nati- 
onal bankruptcy and ruin, refuſe to comply with the requititions of Con- 
eſs : Who, it muſt be acknowledged, have done every thing in their 
— to obrain ample and compleat juſtice for the army, and whoſe: 
great object in the preſent meaſure undoubtedly was, by a reduction of 
expence to enable the Financier to make the three months payment to 
the army, which on all hands has been agreed to be abſolutely and in- 
2 neceſſary: To explain this matter, I beg leave to inſert an 
extract of a letter from the Superintendant of Finance, dated the 29th 
- L a : « h 


— 2 ., 
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It is now above a month ſince the Committee conſerred with me 
© on that ſubject, and I then told them no payment could be made to 
the army, but by means of a paper anticipation ; and unleſs our ex- 
* penditures were immediately and conſiderably reduced, even that could 
* not be done, Our — have nevertheleſs been continued, 
and our revenues leſſen; the ſtates growing daily more and more re- 


- ©* miſs in their collections. The conſequence is that I cannot make pay- 


ment in the manner firſt intended: The notes iſſued for this 52 
* would hare been payable at two, four and fix months from the date, 


© but at preſent they will be at fix months, and even that will ſoog be- 


come ĩmpracticable, uvleſs our expences be immediately curtailed. 

I ſhall cauſe ſuch notes to be iſſued for three months pay to the ar- 
my, and I muſt intrear; Sir, that every influence be uſed with the 
dates to abſorb them together with my other engagements by taxation.” 


Three days ago a meſſenger was diſpatched by me to urge the necefli- 
ty of forwarding theſe notes omar þ- —— 


Under this ſtate of circumſtances, I need ſcarcely add that the ex- 

— every day in feeding the whole army, will encreaſe very con- 

bly, the inavility of the publie to di the debts already in» 
curred, at leaſt for a conſiderable time to come. 


Although the officers of the army very well know N ſituatĩ · 
on, that I am only a ſervant of the public, and that it is not for me to 
diſpenſe with orders, which it is my duty to carry into execution, ---- 
yet as furloughs in all ſervices are conſidered as a matter of indulgence 
vod pot ot compulſion ; as Congreſs, I am perſuaded, entłrtain the 
beſt diſpoſition toward the army, and as I apprehend, in a very ſhort 
time, the two principal articles of complaint will be removed ;---until 
the further pleaſure of can be known, I ſhall not heſitate to 
ans Bray the wiſhes of the army, under theſe reſervations only, 
that officers ſufficient to conduct the men whochooſe to receive furlougha, 
will attend them either on furlougb or by detachment; the propriety and 
neceſſity of this meaſure muſt be obvious to all, it need not therefore 
be inforced ; and with regard to the non commiſfioned officers? and pri- 
rates, ſuch as from a peculiarity of circumftances, wiſh not to receive fur - 
loughs at this time, will give in their names by twelve o'clock to-morrow 


to the commanding officers of their regiments, that on a report to the 


Adjutant-General,an equal number of men engaged for three years may 
be furloughed, which will make che ſaving of expences exactly the ſame 
to the public. a 


I cannot but hope the notes will ſoon arrive, and that the ſettlement 
of accompts may be compleated by the aſſiſtance of the Paymaſt ers, in 
avery few days, In the mean time I ſhall have the honor of laying the ſen- 

timents 


— 8 Sy want » 4 1 - 2 
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went of the Generals and officers commanding ts arid cdrpi; 


before Congreſs---they are expreſſed in ſuch'a'd „ candid and 2 f. 
leckidg manner, hat I am certain every mark ot antention:will be pai 


them. $9 215543 , M$ ; : . 
+ « *T;have the honor to be, Dion. — k - 
With very, great efleets, 
9 Sir, , ' Be „ 

Major-General Hz Arn. 


The two preceding papers were encloſed in the following letter to his 
| ' Excellency the Preſident of Congreſs. | 


Hzap-Quartazzs, Nawauncn, June 9th, 178 5. 
$54: 2 | 


1 HAVE the honor to encloſe to your Excellency, the copy of au 
addreſs to me, from the Generals and officers commanding regiments 


and corps, together with my anſwer to it. Theſe encloſores will explaic' | 


the diſtreſſea which reſulted from the meaſures now ing into exe · 
cution in conſequence of the reſolution of the 26th of May, but the, 
ſenſibility occaſioned by a parting ſcene, under ſuch peculiar citcumſtan - 
ces, will nat admit of defcriptiov. 7, ©, "Re 


\ : : 


The two ſubjets of complaint with n the del of 
and the want of a ſet- 


the three months payment which bad been ex | 
tlement of accounts---I have thought myſelf authoriſed to aflure them, 
Congreſs had and would attend particularly to their grievances z and 
have made ſome little variations reſpecting furloughe, from what was 


_ at firſt ſed . The Secretary at War will be able to explain the rea · 


ſon an propriet * of this alteration. | 

While I conſider it a tribute of juſtice on this occaſion to mention the 
temperate and orderly behaviour of the whole army, and particularly 
the accommodating ſpirit of the officers in arravging themſelves to the 
command of the baitalions which will be compoſed of the three year's 
men; permit me to recal to mind all their former ſufferings and merits, 
and to 2 their reaſonable requeſts io the carly and favourable 
WOC 1 XC 3 O * z 
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